
A January Note from the Principal 

Happy New Year!  As always, with the Holiday Break at the end of the month, December 
went by very quickly.  In addition to the fun activities that took place in the classrooms, we had a 
few notable school events. On December 4th, we had our second set of Character Education 
assemblies to recognize a number of students for their positive behavior and to review the 
character trait, Trustworthiness. The students from Mrs. Kyer’s, Mrs. Jones/Mrs. Shankar’s, Mrs. 
Cocola’s, Mrs. Nahal’s, Mr. Martyn’s, and Mr. Quinn’s classes all had thoughtful and creative 
presentations. Since the assemblies we have been focusing on the character trait, Caring. Our 
next set of Character Education assemblies will be on January 18th, and the students should wear 
red to represent the trait.   

Early in the month, the PTA sponsored a Holiday Craft Night.  Many of our students and 
their parents enjoyed an evening filled with fun activities.  Thank you to the PTA and other 
volunteers for their hard work in making craft night a success and for supporting the holiday 
shopping that took place for the students earlier in the month.    

  In the middle of the month, we had our first concert of the school year.  Under the 
direction of Mr. Hosley, our students performed quite well in front of a large audience.  Their 
performances during the day and in the evening were all very impressive. For many of the 
children, it was their first experience participating in band and chorus. It was evident how hard 
the boys and girls worked to prepare.   

   
Important Upcoming Dates and Events 

 
January 9th   PTA Meeting at 6:00 p.m.in the Elementary Library 
 
January 14th   Start of the Read for the Ronald McDonald House Program 
   Information will be sent home with the students. 
 
January 16th   PTA Meeting at 5:45 p.m. in the Elementary Library 
 
January 18th  Character Education Assemblies – Celebrating Caring 
 The students are encouraged to wear red to represent the trait. 

 PK-2 Presenting Classes (9:45) – Mrs. Hobson, Mrs. Spencer, Ms. Carr 

   Grades 3-6 Presenting Classes (1:15) – Mrs. Lindemann/Ms. Balfoort,  
   Mrs. Alix-Hansen, Mrs. Fountain 
 
January 21st    Holiday – No School 
 
 On a different note, please remember that the boys and girls will go outside for recess as 
long as the “feels like” temperature is above 20 degrees and the playground is dry.  Please be 



sure that your child comes to school dressed to go outside for recess in cold weather. Thank you 
for your continued support.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Jeffrey M. Palmer 
Elementary Principal 
 
 
VR’s Vision:  Our school is a safe and caring community where students learn to think critically, grow 
socially, and develop a love of learning that will last a lifetime.  We will be polite, work hard, and have 
fun as we SHOW PRIDE at Van Rensselaer Elementary School. 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 


