
UALB/English 12 Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Welcome to college English 12!  The first book that we will study in English 121L 
is The Odyssey.  Your summer reading assignment is to read The Odyssey and 
absorb as much of it as you can.  Please be aware of the introductory material 
(preface) and the index at the end of the book.  Both are quite helpful.  Be ready 
to discuss this epic during the first week of class. This work will be used 
THROUGHOUT the year-so you will need a strong working knowledge of this 
text. 
 
Be aware of the structure and the language of the book, because they are 
significant.  Some other things to notice are specific examples of:  the heroic and 
not-so-heroic qualities of Odysseus on his quest for glory, the establishment of 
order within the house and within the world, the search for identity, divine 
intervention, revenge, and the difference between appearance and reality.  Pay 
particular attention to the females and the psychological quests within the work. 
 
For your information, you will need a 3 subject notebook and a folder.  Notetaking 
is advised, and it might be a good idea to keep a master list of significant 
characters.  The following are some websites that may be of help in making 
sense of the book: 

 
www.online-literature.com/homer/odyssey 

www.sparknotes.com/lit/odyssey 
www.temple.edu/classics/odysseyho.html 

 
The new and improved Monarch and/or Cliff notes can be purchased at any 
major book store and can provide you with some understanding about the epic.  
Also make a list of any questions you have (reference specific pages). We’ll deal 
with them in September. We will examine some literary criticism that you will be 
expected to include in your writing assignment when we return in September. 
 
Other than this there is no written assignment-(We’ll deal with the written 
assignment and test in September).  This will keep you busy enough.  Good Luck 
and congratulations for taking on this challenging endeavor. 
 
If you have any questions over the summer I can be reached at 
dwright@rcsd.k12.ny.us 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Wright 
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