
Safety update from the Superintendent’s office: 
 
As a school district, our number one priority always needs to be the safety of our students. 
Parents entrust us with the responsibility of educating their children and that starts with a safe 
environment.  With various concerns about different aspects of safety, we would like to update 
the parents and community on our progress in ensuring comprehensive safety when it comes to 
our facility.  
 
Access - We are proud to say that our school was proactive years ago in implementing the 
Raptor System to monitor who is entering our building during school hours.  This is a critical 
step in providing a safe educational environment.  Our students need to feel safe to learn 
 
Traffic - The traffic patterns on our campus create several safety hazards for our students.  In 
an effort to begin addressing the problem this year, we put some fresh paint down in the parking 
lot to help with where and how the traffic should flow.  We also asked our buses that line up in 
the morning to drop off Questar students to push farther forward and reduce the gridlock that 
they were causing for parent drop-off.  For next year, we intend to put down more lines to help 
with traffic flow and hope that our new staggered start times will spread out the traffic to reduce 
the rush. 
 
Police Partnership - Limiting access and redirecting traffic help, but we do occasionally need 
the enforcement of our city law enforcement officials.  We would like to thank them for being our 
partners in safety.  We have a comforting police presence here daily ensuring our safety.  When 
they are not here, they will always respond within a few minutes. 
 
Lead in Water - One of the advantages of having a newer building is that we don’t experience 
the same infrastructure issues that schools built in the 40’s and 50’s might have.  Our drinking 
water tests are all certified as safe. 
 
Lead Dust - Our facility is unfortunately located between an interstate and a landfill.  These are 
two possible sources of lead dust.  We also have a city with some older buildings containing 
lead dust that can easily be tracked in.  With these risk factors, we worked with the Rensselaer 
County Department of Health to test our facility inside and out for any such contamination.  We 
took samples from several locations within the building according to standard procedure 
including the three main entrances.  We also tested areas from the roof, several window sills, 
the playground, our dugouts, and several other areas.  We were thrilled to find out that no 
detectable levels of lead were found in any of these areas.  
 
The experts further explained that lead dust is a leading indicator of contaminants due to the 
nature of the fine particles and how easily they travel.  Had we found lead contamination, it 
would have been prudent to test for a variety of other contaminants, but if lead dust isn’t 
traveling to our facility, it is unlikely that other (larger particle) contaminants are. This is certainly 
reassuring when assessing the risk factors. 

http://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Raptor_Parent_Letter.pdf
http://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/N040583-Rensselaer-CSD-2.pdf
http://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/rensselaercityleadhazardresults.pdf
http://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/rensselaercityleadhazardresults.pdf


 
Hydrogen Sulfide - This gas is a known byproduct of the landfill.  I, personally, have 
occasionally smelled the unpleasant “rotten egg” odor in my time here.  High levels of this gas 
can be more than unpleasant - they are unhealthy.  With this knowledge, the Department of 
Environmental Conservation has installed three devices on our property to measure and track 
the levels of this gas that we experience.  Thankfully, since the landfill has implemented the new 
DEC regulations in covering the waste daily and installing a gas recovery system, I have not 
detected that smell.  The DEC has confirmed that observation because since installed, their 
instruments read zero with an occasional single digit part per billion detection.  In layman’s 
terms, there has been no H2S measured at concentrations that would be considered anywhere 
close to a health concern since the installation of those instruments.  They intend to post all of 
this data to a website in the future. 
 
Particulate -  We are all aware of the two wind storms that have resulted in an unacceptable 
amount of dust being blown onto our property this spring and last spring.  Even though our 
testing showed that no toxic lead dust was on site, we don’t want our students exposed to any 
particulate of that nature.  With that in mind, the Department of Environmental Conservation will 
be locating a trailer onsite to measure air particulate.  We will share those results as they 
become available.  We have also established a higher level of alert when there is a wind 
advisory.  We actively watch so that outside activities may be cancelled if necessary. 
 
Internet Filtering - In today’s world, threats can be in our facility not just physically, but also 
virtually.  We need to ensure the safety of our students when they are accessing the wealth of 
knowledge available to them online.  We use Go Guardian to accomplish this task.  This service 
not only filters out unwanted traffic like viruses, malware, and malicious sites, but also notifies us 
of potentially dangerous behavior like searching for hate speech, porn and self harm.  This 
functionality helps us to proactively address the biggest safety concern in schools today - teen 
suicide. 
 
Ongoing Professional Development - We work with our Questar III BOCES Health and Safety 
Program to ensure that our staff have the latest safety training and that our policies remain up to 
date.  Safety is an ongoing challenge as our environment continually changes around us.  As an 
educational institution, we are committed to constantly learning how to get better. 
 
All of these efforts feed into our District-Wide School Safety Plan that keeps student safety our 
number one priority.  If you have questions, concerns or ideas about our comprehensive safety 
strategies, please contact me to discuss how we can improve. 

https://www.questar.org/services/hs/
https://www.questar.org/services/hs/
http://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/District-wide_School_Safety_Plan.pdf

