
Members of the Rensselaer City School District Community, 

Governor Cuomo has announced that school buildings will remain closed and remote 
learning will continue for the rest of the school year.  A statewide decision on summer 
school and extended school year will be made at the end of the month.  The State 
Education Department has officially canceled the administration of August Regents 
exams.  There is certainly a sadness in not seeing the kids, but with health and safety in 
mind, we now know how to plan moving forward.  

It is very important that we all work to maintain or improve upon the success that we 
have achieved so far in remote learning.  There is a need to remain focused on one of the 
biggest concerns out there, kids giving up on the learning process early.  We all need to 
work together to make sure that doesn’t happen.  Channel 6 interviewed some of our 
parents on the challenges and successes in the process. 

The RCSD transportation department conducted a fill-a-bus food drive to help support 
the backpack program and Concerns U food pantry.  The generosity of this city was 
predictably overwhelming and continues to be heartwarming.  Thanks to everyone 
involved for the inspirational donations.  I am proud to have the privilege to serve such a 
special city. 

We continue to try to figure out what it will take to balance the fiscal detriment that the 
school will experience.  We have planned for staffing reductions.  We know that we will 
need to exceed the tax cap to reach fiscal stability.  We have been told that the state will 
give us more information by May 15th.  Hopefully some of that information takes us in a 
positive direction. 

This weekend looks like it will be beautiful.  Be sure to get outside and soak in some of 
that sun. 

Wash your hands and stay #TogetherAtHome!  We are all in this together. 

Joseph Kardash 

Superintendent, Rensselaer City School District 
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