
A January Note from the Principal

Happy New Year!  As always, with the Holiday Break at the end of the month, December
went by very quickly.  The students enjoyed many fun activities in their classrooms.  In addition
to the fun activities that took place in the classrooms, we had a few notable school events. Early
in the month students were able to do some holiday shopping here at school. Thank you to the
PTA and other volunteers for supporting the holiday shopping. In the middle of the month, Mr.
Hosley released our virtual Winter Concert. While we were hoping to have an in-person
performance, the virtual concert was incredibly well done. We are hopeful that during the second
half of the year we will be able to have an in-person performance.

As we move forward, we will continue to run the second session of our After School
Program for students in grades 2-5 until Thursday, January 13th.  Please continue to look for
important updates from Mr. Kardash about changing guidance from NYS. We will continue to
work with families that have students that are required to quarantine per the Department of
Health. For students that are feeling well during their quarantine, it is important that they
continue to engage in their education through remote learning with our tutors. This continues to
be a challenging time for everyone, but we will get through it together.

Important Upcoming Dates and Events

January 12th Computer Based Testing (CBT) Simulation/Practice Test (Gr. 3-5)

January 14th Early Dismissal - PK @ 11:45, K-5 @ 12:30

January 17th Holiday – No School

January 19th PTA Meeting at 5:45 p.m. in the JSHS Cafeteria (this may become virtual)

*We will focus on the character trait, Caring this month.

On a different note, many of our teachers bring their classes outside for recess. Please
remember that the boys and girls are allowed to go outside for recess as long as the “feels like”
temperature is above 20 degrees.  Please be sure that your child comes to school dressed to go
outside for recess in cold weather. Thank you for your continued support.



Sincerely,

Jeffrey M. Palmer
Principal

VR’s Vision:  Our school is a safe and caring community where students learn to think critically, grow
socially, and develop a love of learning that will last a lifetime.  We will be polite, work hard, and have
fun as we SHOW PRIDE at Van Rensselaer Elementary School.


