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BUDGET NEWS

What am I voting on?

•  A $28,682,495 budget for 

the 2022-2023 school year

BUDGET VOTE

Tuesday, May 17

Auditorium Foyer

12 Noon – 9 p.m.

Members of the Rensselaer City School District Community,

We are all aware that our district has had a serious revenue deficit in the past few 

years. The district is excited to be able to say that the gap has almost been closed. 

Our long-range fiscal plan finally predicts financial stability if this budget is approved.

The large budgetary gap of two years ago has been closed with a combination of 

generous state aid allotments over the past two years, federal assistance, and support 

by our community. This good news means that Rensselaer City School District is on 

track to retain one of the lowest full-value tax rates in the region while providing new 

opportunities for the students of Rensselaer. As we emerge from the restrictive environ-

ment of the COVID-19 pandemic, our kids need more support and community activities 

than ever. This #fRAMily is prepared and excited to meet that need.   

The district is able to present a budget to the voters that stabilizes the long-term 

fiscal outlook with a proposed 5.9% tax levy increase. This should be the final inflated 

increase on our path to fiscal stability. All of the information about the budget cannot 

fit in a newsletter, so we have created a robust web page that we continue to update 

in an effort to answer the questions, concerns, and assumptions that we hear from the 

community. This resource has history, examples, comparisons, and a tax calculator that 

shows exactly how much the proposed budget would affect each taxpayer. 

Please go to https://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/ and click on the green banner at the top. 

If you have any questions regarding this or any other aspect of the budget, please 

feel free to email me at jkardash@rcsd.k12.ny.us or call me at 518-465-7509, and 

I will do my best to find answers. The Board asks for your support in continuing 

to provide educational opportunities for the children of our community.

RENSSELAER

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 

www.facebook.com/rensscsd

www.twitter.com/RensselaerCSD

www.rcsd.k12.ny.us

25 Van Rensselaer Drive, Rensselaer, New York 12144

CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

VOTER QUALIFICATIONS:

All voters must be United States cit-

izens, age 18 or older on Election 

Day. Voters must be residents of the 

Rensselaer City School District for 30 

days immediately prior to Election 

day and registered to vote.

Applications for absentee ballots will 

be obtainable between the hours of 

9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday 

through Friday, except holidays, from 

the Office of the Rensselaer County 

Board of Elections. The Rensselaer 

County Board of Elections must 

receive completed applications 

at least seven (7) days before the 

annual vote. Absentee ballots must 

be received by the Rensselaer County 

Board of Elections not later than 5:00 

p.m., prevailing time, on Tuesday, 

May 17, 2022. The vote of propo-

sitions shall be by ballot registered 

upon voting machines or by absentee 

ballot. The hours during which the 

polls shall be kept open shall be from 

12:00 – 9:00 p.m., prevailing time, 

or for as long thereafter as necessary 

to enable qualified voters who are 

in the polling place by 9:00 p.m. to 

cast their ballots.

RCSD 2022-2023 Budget Hearing will take place on Tuesday, May 10 at 6 p.m. in the LGI



Debt Service

16.79%

Salaries

36.52%

Benefits

18.19%

Non-Personnel 

21.86%

Local  

Tax Levy

31%

State & Federal Aid

60%

Local 

Sources

7%
Fund Balance & 

Reserves

3%

 2021-2022 2022-2023 

Expense Category Budget Proposed

ADMINISTRATION:

Board of Education $40,490 $52,615

Central Administration $211,768 $227,290

Finance Services $408,771 $460,441

Legal/Public Information $95,715 $146,435

Central Services $582,128 $592,933

Supervisory/Improvement $517,342 $529,133

Fringe Benefits $436,762 $439,244

Administration Total $2,292,976 $2,448,091

CAPITAL:

Operation & Maintenance $1,409,557 $1,456,522

Certiorari/Judgments $30,000 $30,000

Debt Service $4,810,650 $4,816,150

Fringe Benefits $372,812 $375,610

Capital Total $6,623,019 $6,678,282

PROGRAM:

Regular Instruction $5,755,964 $6,009,665

Special Education $5,511,056 $5,545,878

Occupational Education $285,059 $296,312

Library/Technology $649,108 $713,555

Student Services $1,246,288 $1,328,929

Transportation $1,029,043 $1,193,018

Interfund Transfers $50,000 $65,000

Fringe Benefits $4,252,055 $4,403,765

Program Total $18,778,573 $19,556,122

Total District Budget: $27,694,567 $28,682,495

 2021-2022 2022-2023 

Source of Funds Budget Proposed

Local Property Tax Levy $8,361,655 $8,854,992

State and Federal Aid $15,796,886 $17,120,691

Local Sources* $1,896,189 $1,901,122

Fund Balance $1,639,837 $805,960

Totals: $27,694,567 $28,682,495

* Other Local Sources includes payments in lieu of taxes, interest & 

penalties, charges for services, use of facilities, & utility tax revenue

Rensselaer City School District Two-Year Budget Comparison

REVENUES: Where the money comes from…

EXPENSES: How the money is spent…
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why is this the second year  

with a large proposed increase?

When the 2020-2021 budget was voted down and 

the district was forced to go to a contingent budget, 

the board and district administration recognized that 

the taxpayers were not willing to take on a heavy tax 

burden all at one time. We decided to spread out the 

impact over two fiscal years. The 2021-2022 fiscal 

year approved budget was the first of the two years 

and 2022-2023 fiscal year will be the second.

What happens if the budget doesn’t pass?

With our larger class sizes and low spending per 

student, there is little left to reduce. The budgetary 

gap would need to come from the district’s already 

depleted fund balance, which will worsen the fiscal 

crisis and continue the financial instability.

How do our taxes compare to other schools?

Over the past 20 years, Rensselaer City School District’s full value tax rate has gone from one of the highest to the lowest 

in the area. Rensselaer City School District is depicted in the graph as the bold line.

How will this budget affect me?

These are some examples of properties 

in the district. For an accurate estimate 

of your property, please visit our budget 

webpage and try the tax calculator.

Get more info about our  

budget on the website:

https://www.rcsd.k12.ny.us/
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NAME

Bio

The district has just completed our first year of a five-year 

Extended School Day grant that allows us to fund after school 

activities, weekend activities like college visits, and a strong 

partnership with the Boys & Girls Club that creates numerous 

opportunities for our students.

Good Things Happening at Rensselaer City School District!

Rensselaer High School offers 11 college 

credit-bearing classes. 47 out of 59 seniors 

(80%) will graduate with college credit.

RCSD’s mental health 

initiatives through Project 

Aware were recognized 

as “Great in Our State.”

Utica National awarded 

RCSD the platinum 

award for safety

Please be sure to encourage 

friends and family to sign 

up for emails and texts 

through SchoolMessenger. 

This ensures that you receive 

important communication sent 

out by our district. https://

asp.schoolmessenger.com/

rensselaer/subscriber/
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Rensselaer City School District Budget Notice
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PROPOSITION #1

SHALL the Board of Education of the Rensselaer City 

School District be authorized to spend the sum set forth 

in the budget in the amount of $28,682,495 during 

the 2022-2023 school year and to levy the necessary 

tax therefore.

BUDGET VOTE

Tuesday, May 17

Auditorium Foyer

12 Noon – 9 p.m.


